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Jamiah Aniece Adams - Hailing from the San Francisco Bay Area, Jamiah Aniece Adams produces political, advocacy and documentary media for web, television and film. Her consulting work for the web goes hand in hand with her keen acumen for social and new media strategy for non profit organizations as she advises these orgs on how to augment their presence on the Internet through use of existing web tools; paid advertising and software tools. 

In 2006, Jamiah began producing new media for CBS Entertainment and from there transitioned to a management position with a political media company. Highlights of her political work include two videos she produced for c4 organizations that supported the campaign of President Barack Obama and covering 6 states as a new media specialist for the Service Employees International Union, supporting health care reform legislation. 
A recent DC transplant, Jamiah most recently produced a video entitled-- “Count Me In” a PSA that featured Muslims of Pakistani; Egyptian; American; Iranian and Iraqi origin to extol the importance of US census participation within the Muslim community. Additionally she produced videos for an event surrounding the US Muslim Entrepreneurial Summit and for the progressive think tank, Center for American Progress. 
Professionally, Jamiah has worked abroad on projects in Cuba, Belgium and Japan, serving as a producer, spokesperson, trainer and media manager. She uses her knowledge of production, coupled with executive experience in both the mainstream and new media to consult for advocacy, faith and policy organizations to improve the lives of working Americans and others who need their cause amplified.
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Vida Benavides - Vida Benavides is a principal in the Dewey Square Group's state, local and multicultural practice, developing third party outreach strategies inclusive of multicultural constituencies and consumers, as well as advising national, state and local leaders on political, policy, constituent outreach and public relations strategies. 

An expert on electoral politics, Benavides' career includes providing strategic counsel to campaigns and policy initiatives on voter education and mobilization, political leadership and civic engagement. Benavides co-founded APIAVote, a national nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that encourages and promotes civic participation amongst Asian American and  Pacific Islanders in the electoral and public policy processes. As Executive Director she oversaw the organization's 2008 unprecedented national field, public education, and communications program that helped to increase the visibility and capacity of the Asian American and Pacific Islander community's participation in the electoral process.

Prior to APIAVote,  Benavides spent 13 years as a political and public affairs consultant, developing political, policy, fundraising, public relations, and communication strategies focused on developing diverse and alternative outreach approach to multicultural communities.  As a consultant, Vida served as a top advisor to the Kerry-Edwards and Gore-Lieberman campaigns.  And as a pro-bono Campaign Adviser/Strategist, she designed the coalition infrastructure and developed grassroots and grasstop strategies for the National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity (NAFVE), the coalition that pursued passage of Filipino WWII Veterans Benefit Enhancement legislation.  President Obama signed the bill as part of the Recovery and Reinvestment Act in 2009.

Benavides served as the Director of Public Liaison of the Department of Public Liaison, Voter Education, & Training for Democratic National Committee under Chairman David Wilhelm.  She helped develop base vote outreach strategies, utilized an aggressive use of specialty media, monitored and recruited minority & women candidates, facilitated training programs, and implemented a surrogate speakers program for the Party and the administration. Vida also served as political aide of the Clinton/Gore Presidential Transition Team and '92 Clinton/Gore Campaign.

Benavides served as a board member of Asian Law Caucus of San Francisco, APIAVote of Washington, and for the Presidential Nomination,Timing and Scheduling Commission for the Democratic Party. She dedicates her time to fostering emerging talent through leadership development activities.  Over the past decade she has trained and mentored public servants and campaign operatives and continues to promote leadership among youth, women, and minority communities.  She has also worked with community leaders and public officials to establish civic and electoral engagement entities such as America's Opportunity Fund, National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity, Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies.

Vida was an Asian Pacific American Women's Leadership Institute Fellow, US-German Marshall Fund Fellow, and is listed as one of 100 Influential Filipina American Women.
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Ravinder Singh Bhalla  - Ravinder Singh Bhalla is as a Councilman-at-Large for the City of Hoboken.  Mr. Bhalla was born and raised in New Jersey and currently serves as Chairman of the Hoboken Democratic Party. Mr. Bhalla previously served as the Vice-President of the Hoboken City Council.
Mr. Bhalla is an attorney-at-law with offices in downtown Jersey City, where he practices in the areas of employment law, commercial litigation, local government law and criminal defense in the federal and state courts of New Jersey and New York.

Mr. Bhalla received his undergraduate education from the University of California at Berkeley, where he received a B.A. in Political Psychology. Upon graduation, he attended the London School of Economics (L.S.E.) in the United Kingdom and received a Master of Science degree in Public Administration and Public Policy. Mr. Bhalla earned a Juris Doctor Degree from Tulane Law School in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Mr. Bhalla is admitted to practice in the state courts of New Jersey and New York, the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey, and the United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York.

Mr. Bhalla is married to Navneet K. Patwalia Bhalla, and they have one daughter, Arza K. Bhalla, aged 3.
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 Jun H. Choi - Jun H. Choi was the Mayor of Edison Township, New Jersey. His administration established the Edison Redevelopment Agency to place a greater emphasis on redeveloping areas that need revitalization. The 1.2 million square foot Ford Redevelopment project on Route 1 – Edison Towne Square – was successfully negotiated and construction is expected to begin in 2009. In addition, the administration made professionalizing police operations a high priority – a new Police Director position was established and the senior command staff was reorganized. 

In 2008, Edison received several honors including the “Best Place to Raise Kids” in New Jersey according to Business Week magazine. The Edison area received the “Safest Place for Women” in America according to SELF magazine. CNN Money magazine continues to rank the Township as one of the “Best Places to Live” in the nation. Edison government also received the Innovation in Governance Award for its efforts in energy technology and services by the NJ League of Municipalities and the NJ Department of Community Affairs.

Prior to his elected position, Mayor Choi worked on education policy as Executive Director of a Student Achievement Task Force at the New Jersey Department of Education.  Recognizing that Edison’s great public education system opened all kinds of opportunities for him, he remains focused on policies that would provide the same opportunities to our children. He continues to advocate for educational improvements at the State level. He served as Chair of the Mayors’ School Funding Committee in 2007 and is the current Chair of the Mayors’ Education Policy Study Committee. Before joining the New Jersey Department of Education, he co-authored the New Jersey Charter School report with the CEO of Citizens for Better Schools, a New Jersey-based advocacy and policy organization. 

Beyond education, Mayor Choi held positions at the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (White House Budget Office) and worked as a management consultant for Ernst & Young LLP advising Fortune 500 companies on business and technology strategy. 

A Democrat all his life, Mayor Choi has been involved in politics since college. He served on the 2000 Bill Bradley for President campaign in New Jersey, New Hampshire and California. His primary roles were serving as special assistant to the New Hampshire State Director and field coordinator. His early experiences in politics deepened his sense that too many citizens don’t feel that they can make a difference and improve our collective future. He believes in strengthening the Democratic party by making it more responsive to the issues that affect everyday people. 

Mayor Choi graduated from J.P. Stevens High School, earned his Bachelor's of Science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and his Master’s in Public Policy and Administration from Columbia University. He is a Leadership New Jersey (Class of 2003) fellow and has taught economics and public policy as an adjunct professor. 
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Hon. Wilda Diaz - Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda Diaz was sworn in on July 1, 2008, becoming the first woman to hold that office.
Prior to taking office, Mayor Diaz spent 20 years in the banking industry where she started as a teller at a local bank after graduating from Perth Amboy High School in 1983. She quickly rose through the ranks and was an assistant vice president with Banco Popular when she won the seat in May 2008. Prior to taking office, she resigned from her position.

A dedicated community activist, Mayor Diaz chaired the Board of Trustees for the Jewish Renaissance Foundation Medical Center, a nonprofit group that provides health care to underserved communities.

She was a driving force behind the Puerto Rican Patriotic Cultural Committee (Comité Cultural Patriótico Puertorriqueño de Perth Amboy), which sponsors the annual Hall Avenue Puerto Rican festival.

She also served as a member of the Perth Amboy Merchants Association (PAMA), and was honored as “Businesswoman of the Year” by local organizations such as the Puerto Rican Association for Human Development (PRAHD), PAMA & the Jewish Renaissance Foundation.

Mayor Diaz, who was born and raised in Perth Amboy, and her husband Greg have two children, Gregory and Samantha. 
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James Gee, Jr. - James Gee has been around politics in general -- and the New Jersey General Assembly in particular -- for most of his life. He began his career as an intern to then-Assembly Appropriations Chairman John S. Watson while still a student in high school. While attending Morehouse College in Atlanta Georgia, Mr. Gee worked in the Georgia Senate, quickly distinguishing himself as a skilled political operative. In 1997, Mr. Gee’s career came full-circle when, after managing the unsuccessful congressional campaign of Georgia State Senator Ron Slotin, he returned to New Jersey and joined the campaign that elected Bonnie Watson Coleman, the daughter of his beloved mentor John Watson.

During the 2001 gubernatorial campaign, Mr. Gee became the statewide political director of the New Jersey Democratic State Committee. Following the election, he was appointed Deputy Chief of Staff to Governor James E. McGreevey, serving as the governor’s liaison to the Legislature.

During the 2004 presidential campaign, Mr. Gee served as the national political director for celebrity Sean "P.Diddy" Comb’s Vote or Die campaign, which was designed to inspire a new generation to become part of the political process.

In 2005, Mr. Gee served as the statewide political director for then-Senator Jon S. Corzine's campaign for governor and recently served as Deputy Campaign Manager of Jon Corzine’s unsuccessful re-election campaign.

During the 2008, Presidential Campaign Mr. Gee moved to the Washington, D.C. area to serve as one of five Regional Political Directors on the Hillary Clinton for President Campaign. During the hotly contested Democratic Primary James traveled to 10 different

states. Mr. Gee was lead Political Director in Texas and Pennsylvania where Senator Clinton won very close primary victories.

Education

Mr. Gee attended Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia and is a graduate of Fordham University in New York. James was recently awarded a Beaumont Foundation scholarship to Seton Hall University School of Law. James is a consultant to the New Jersey Redistricting Commission.
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Michele S. Jaker - Michele Jaker is the Executive Director of the Planned Parenthood Affiliates of New Jersey (PPANJ) and the Family Planning Association of New Jersey (FPANJ). PPANJ is the statewide public affairs and government relations arm of New Jersey’s five Planned Parenthood affiliates and  FPANJ is the membership association representing the majority of New Jersey’s family planning health care agencies.  She serves as the director of the Planned Parenthood Action Committee of New Jersey, a statewide political action committee that works in support of pro-choice and pro-women’s health candidates in New Jersey.  

In addition to her work at PPANJ and FPANJ, Michele serves as the public defender for the Borough of Fanwood.  Prior to her current positions, Michele was the Chief of Staff to State Senator Joseph Vitale, Chair of the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee.

Michele currently lives in Woodbridge, New Jersey with her husband, Ed Oatman, and three children, Cassie, Jacob and Thomas.  She received degrees in both political science and history from Douglass College at Rutgers University in 1995, a masters degree in public policy from the Eagleton Institute/Bloustein School at Rutgers University in 1997 and a law degree from Rutgers University – Newark in 2000.  She is a member of the New Jersey State Bar Association since 2001.  
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Madalene Mielke  - Madalene Mielke is the Founder and Principal of the Arum Group, LLC as well as a Partner in Navigare Strategy Group.  She has over 15 years of experience working in political campaigns.  Madalene specializes in political and non-profit fundraising and political training.  

The Arum Group’s clients have included such organizations and campaigns as NAACP National Voter Fund, Underwood for Governor, Democratic National Committee, John Kerry for President, Mike Honda for Congress, Friends of Hillary, New Vision America (Rep. Mike Honda’s leadership PAC), CHC BOLD PAC, Leadership for Today and Tomorrow (Rep. Xavier Becerra’s leadership PAC), Jackie Speier for Congress, Friends of Alan Grayson, America’s Opportunity Fund (Secretary Norm Mineta’s leadership PAC), Friends of Mazie Hirono and numerous other progressive organizations.

Madalene’s previous experience includes working as the Director of Training and Curriculum for the Ron Brown-Paul Tully Institute for Political Action (BTI), the Democratic National Committee (DNC), the New Democrat Network (NDN) and several coordinated and presidential campaigns.   

As the Director of Training and Curriculum for BTI, Madalene was responsible for the development of training materials for all disciplines of a campaign and traveled throughout the United States to train campaign professionals as well as state party officials, candidates and Democratic activists.  She served as the Lead Trainer for the Finance Director trainings.  Participants included campaign finance directors and national committee staff.  

At the New Democrat Network (NDN), where Madalene served as Membership Development Director, she worked in collaboration with Congressional Members from the New Democrat Coalition (NDC) as well as the founding Co-Chairs of NDN, Senators John Breaux and Joseph I. Lieberman.    
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Jeffrey B. Plaut - Global Strategy Group's Jeffrey B. Plaut does more political polling in New York than any pollster in America.
He has helped 27 New York Democrats get elected to office. Judith Hope, chair of the New York State Democratic Party said, "Jeff has helped elect Democrats from Nassau County to Niagara. He's been an important part of many of the most exciting and challenging Democratic campaigns here."

Jeffrey polled for the Working Families Party as they prepared for Hillary Clinton's successful run for the United States Senate. Recently, Jeffrey coordinated the polling for Eliot Spitzer's upset win for New York State Attorney General with 17 polls and focus groups over the course of the primary and general election (1998). Jeffrey also provided his polling expertise to the winning campaigns of his current clients Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY), Congressman Charles Rangel (D-NY), Congressman Michael McNulty (D-NY), Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez (D-NY), Staten Island District Attorney Bill Murphy and Manhattan Borough President Virginia Fields.

Jeffrey is also the pollster for the Nassau County Democratic Party and helped them capture a historic majority in 1999. He also is the pollster for the Westchester County Democratic Party and helped them keep a legislative majority in 1999. In addition, Jeff conducted the polling for the New York City Central Labor Council's successful campaign against Mayor Giuliani's charter revision proposals (1999). And, he polls for the newly created labor party in New York -- the Working Families Party.

He is currently polling for the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) in Ohio and New Jersey. He polled in the 2001 Detroit mayor's race and for UNITE in Florida. He also polls for the National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO), the YMCA of Greater New York and the New York City Coalition for the Homeless.

Jeffrey is frequently quoted in The New York Times, The New York Daily News, and The New York Post and is a frequent guest on Inside City Hall.

Jeffrey is an alumnus of Brown University and a principal at Global Strategy Group, Inc. a New York based political consulting and polling firm.
[image: image8.jpg]%

K

AOF

America’s Opportunity Fund




Ed Potosnak  - 2010 Candidate for Congress, NJ-7. Ed Potosnak is a science teacher and small business owner who will bring real world experience to Congress to help America get its edge back.

Ed was born and raised in New Jersey and grew up working at his family's small business, which manufactured affordable batteries for communication devices used by law enforcement.  He put himself through Rutgers University, earning a Bachelor's degree in Chemistry and a Master's degree in Education. As a student at Rutgers, Ed was extremely active in campus life.  He served as  President of the Rutgers University Glee Club, and conducted independent research in Organic Chemistry, all while working on and off campus to help pay for college expenses.
Career:

After receiving his Master’s degree, Ed taught high school chemistry at Bridgewater-Raritan Regional High School and served as an adjunct professor at Rutgers University. Ed was active in the school community as Director of the high school’s musical, Science Advisor, and took the lead in assisting faculty to leverage technology to provide a more interactive and effective experience for students.  He partnered with local scientific, biotechnology, and technology companies to bridge the gap between classroom curriculum and the skills needed in industry to solve real world challenges. 

Looking to inspire students to achieve in science, Ed established advanced courses in Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry at Bridgewater-Raritan. Ed brought his entrepreneurial spirit to his school where he procured grants totaling over $93,000 in support of separate projects to: develop a program in which high school students teach science lessons to intermediate school students; fund high school students' independent study research projects; support SCORE, a mentoring program which matches students to research advisors in local industry; and modernize education technology across the school district.  He also established need-based scholarships to allow students from low-income families to participate school in extra-curricular activities.

To supplement his teaching income and defray the costs of student loans, Ed started a small business doing home repairs, taking advantage of his business skills and construction talents.

In 2007, Ed was selected for the highly competitive Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship, bringing him to Washington, DC to use his classroom experience to advise members of Congress on education policy. He received the Einstein fellowship twice, working in the DC office of Congressman Michael M. Honda.  While in Washington, Ed recognized that too many members of Congress were career politicians who are more concerned with protecting their own jobs than with saving or creating jobs in the communities they represented.  Ed was inspired to run and use his real world working experience as a teacher, scientist, and small business owner to help the communities in New Jersey’s 7th district get our edge back.
